
ETERNAL:  Love, Hope, Grace  

R ejoice!  Our God is the God of love eternal, 

hope eternal  and grace eternal. 

ñOur individual and communal lives are  

so deeply molded by our worries about 

tomorrow that today hardly can be 

experiencedé. Sometimes it is as if our society 

has become dependent on the maintenance  

of these artificial worries. What would happen  

if we stopped worrying?  If the urge to be 

entertained so much, to travel so much, to buy 

so much, and to arm ourselves so much no 

longer motivated our behavior, could our 

society as it is today still function? The 

tragedy is that we are indeed caught 

in a web of false expectations and 

contrived needs. Our ccupations 

and preoccupations fill our 

external and internal lives to 

the brim.  They prevent the 

Spirit of God from breathing 

freely in us and thus renewing 

our lives.ò  (Making All Things 

New; Henri Nouwen; 1981). 

Sometimes, even with all that we 

have received, we are restless.  

We are restless about ñthe future.ò  

We are restless about 

our own inadequacies.  

We are restless about 

the economy or the environment or the end of 

the world. We are restless about the afterlife.  

There is oh so much about which we are 

restless. However, there is no need for us to be 

ñrest-less,ò that is, without rest.  

Receive this reassurance, my friends.  It is a 

promise which has strengthened and which 

continues to strengthen me:  ñCome to me, all 

you who are weary and are carrying heavy 

burdens, and I will give you rest.  Take 

my yoke upon you, and learn from 

me; for I am gentle and humble in 

heart, and you will find rest for 

your Souls.ò  (Matthew 11:28-

29)     

God is blessing my soul day 

by day.  Yours, too, Iôm sure.  

Our God is the God of love 

eternal, hope eternal and 

grace eternal.    

God is a God of love.  Multiple 

s c r i p t u re s  o f f e r  u s  t h e 

reassurance, ñGodôs steadfast love 
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endures forever.ò (1 Chronicles 16:34, 16:41;  

2 Chronicles 5:13; 7:3; 7:6; 20:21; Ezra 3:11; 

Psalms 100, 106, 107, 118, 136; Jeremiah 

33:11) The enduring character of Godôs love 

depicts who God is:  Everlasting God. 

God is a God of hope. (Psalm 39:7; 65:5; 

Lamentations 3:21-24; John 5:45; Colossians 

1:24-27)  The promising character of Godôs 

hope depicts who God is:  Uplifting God.   

God is a God of grace.  (Psalm 45:2; Jeremiah 

31:2; John 1:14, 16-17; Acts 4:32-35; Romans 

5:18-21; Ephesians 2:8; 1 Peter 4:8-10)  The 

abundant character of Godôs grace depicts  

who God is:  Forgiving God. 

These words of the Apostle Paul are a beautiful 

summary of Godôs love, hope and grace.   

ñéwe have 

peace with 

God, 

through our 

Lord Jesus 

Christ, 

through 

whom we 

have 

obtained 

access to  

this grace in 

which we 

stand; and 

we boast in 

our hope of 

sharing the 

glory of  

God.  And not only that, but we also boast in 

our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces 

endurance, and endurance produces character, 

and character produces hope, and hope does 

not disappoint us, because Godôs love has been 

poured into  our hearts through the Holy Spirit 

that has been given to uséGod proves Godôs 

(Continued from page 1) 

 

love for us in that while we were still sinners 

Christ died for us.ò  (Romans 5:1-5, 8) 

Yes, GodðEverlasting, Uplifting and Forgiving 

Godðis wondrously at work within us, at work 

through us, and at work beyond us!  

We are sinners. We are also ñwould-beò 

disciples. Together, you and I are walking 

alongside of one another seeking to follow 

Christ.  As your faith companion, I now offer you 

this prayer which served as a highly meaningful 

prayer for me throughout my recent sabbatical: 

God, may your grace fill my soul.   

Lead me to walk in your ways, Jesus.  Amen.  

May we live as ñrisenò disciples!  

In Godôs love, hope and grace eternal,  

Pastor Dan 

 

 

 

 

ñLike good stewards of the manifold grace of 

God, serve one another with whatever gift each 

of you has received.ò  

~ 1 Peter 4:10 

ñThe Spirit has given each of us a special way  

of serving others.ò   

~ 1 Corinthians 12:7 

ñItôs okay to be scaredðbut donôt let the Gospel 

stop with you.  Go now, watching for the 

unexpected that God will do.  Go and share 

what you have seen and heardé  letting that 

story continue  in and with you.ò 

~ Richard Vinson  

(writing in regard to the Mark 16  

account of Christôs Resurrection) 

ñWith great power the apostles gave their 

testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 

and great grace was upon them all.ò   

~ The Acts of the Apostles 4:33 

Our individual and 

communal lives are  

so deeply molded by our 

worries about tomorrow 

that today hardly can be 
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it is as if our society has 

become dependent on the 

maintenance  

of these artificial worries. 

What would happen  

if we stopped worrying?   
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Ivy Youth In Action 

JULY, 2010 

LAMBS/GENESIS (Grades 1 ï 6) POOL PARTY  

July 11  

Genesis/Lambs Pool Party & Potluck at the Potts on July 11th immediately following church. 
Come for lunch. Brats/dogs provided.  

 Bring your drinks and a dish to share.  
RSVP as soon as possible to Lynn at 314 -205 -0025 or lpotts@mpgstl.com  

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL ï July 26 ï 30, 2010  

SonQuest Rainforest  
Follow Jesus on a Life -Changing Adventure!  

Get It, Get Found, Get Godôs Love, Get Praying and Get Going! 
Letôs Get Together ï for five days of discovery,  

singing, crafts, food, games  and more!!  

To volunteer, to register or for more information  
contact Amy Duvall or Lynn Potts.  

 
VBS Set - Up Day  

We need your help!  On Sunday, July 25 th  weôll get together after worship to transform Ivy into 

an amazing Rainforest to get ready for our week of Sonquest Rainforest Vacation Bible School!!  
Plan to come that day and put your imagination to work.  If you have any props you think would 

make a great addition to our decorations please bring them along!  Hope to see you on the 25 th !  
 

RECYCLE YOUR PAPER ðAND YOUR MAGAZINES !!  

Bring your paper, magazines and catalogs to our Recycling Bins in the lower parking lot.  The 
more we recycle, the higher the amount per ton we receive.  

WHAT GOES IN THE BIN???  
It may surprise you what does and does not go in the paper recycling bin.   

 See the flyer in Fellowship Hall.  
Also, remember the blue bin is for aluminum recycling.  

 

 
 

 
LOOKING AHEAD  
August 15 ï Rally Day! Outdoor worship (hopefully) and pot luck lunch!  
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FOOD PANTRY  NEWSé 
Ivy Chapel supports two food pantries, Joint 
Neighborhood Ministries in St. Louis and Circle of 
Concern in Valley Park. Catch up on the news with 
their newsletters, which will be posted on the bulletin 
board in Fellowship Hall. Please return them to the 
bulletin board after you finish reading them. 
Remember that school summer vacations are 
coming and the food pantries need more supplies to 
help families provide meals that their children would 
normally get at school. Especially needed are kid-
friendly foods such as peanut butter, jelly, crackers, 
canned pasta, tomato sauce, dry pasta or noodles, 
pizza mix and cereal. Remember the food pantries 
when you are at the grocery store. Even a few items 
each week can make a big difference for a hungry 
family. 

LEGO
TM

 HOUSE BRICK  BY  BRICK !  
We have surpassed our goal of $1000, collecting 
almost $1200! We made our ranch into a 2-story. 
Today is the last chance to add to the roof, if you 
havenôt had a chance to contribute. Bricks are $10 
each and you can give them in honor of someone, if 
you like. We will publish the honorees in the Ivy 
Vine. 

Marsha Medley~Music Minister  

God Has Blessed  
America  

Coming from a Catholic 

background, my first shock in 

attending a Protestant church 

was seeing the flag sitting in the front of the church.  

You do not see that in a Catholic church!  Jesus/

God, after all, is not American.  God is the Creator 

of the Universe!  Jesus came for all mankind!   

I have since adjusted to seeing the flag, but am still 

troubled by songs like ñGod Bless Americaò being 

sung in worship.  When I first started music ministry, 

a teenager asked me, ñWhy do we sing those songs 

in church, isnôt Jesus supposed to care about 

everyoneðnot just Americans?ò I 

acknowledged her point, but also 

pointed out we need to be grateful 

to be living here, etc. (And since 

having read Hosseiniôs Kite Runner 

and A Thousand Splendid Suns, I am REALLY 

grateful to be living in the USA!) 

I think God HAS blessed America and the question 

for Christians is: what do we do now?  Do we keep 

beseeching God to keep blessing America, to the 

exclusion of other countries and peoples?  In a 

global environment and a global economy, that does 

not make sense.  We have been given a gift, and as 

Christians, we need to care for that gift and share it 

with others.  There are many ways to do that, and 

yes, we can find passages in the Bible to help us 

decide how to do that.   

These thoughts have inspired a song (at this time, 

still being composed) that will be part of our service 

on July 4th.  I hope you find it faith-provoking. 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY  CHOIR 
Friends and Family Choir will sing in worship on 

Sunday July 18.  This choir is for ANYONE and 

EVERYONE who likes to sing.  There will be a brief 

rehearsal after worship on Sunday, July 11, and a 

warm-up before worship on Sunday, July 18. The 

music is easy, the fellowship is fun.  Join us! 

m.medley@att.net  

HOLIDAY  OFFICE HOURS 
The church office will be closed Monday July 5th, in 
observation of Independence Day. 

HOT AND  STICKY  

We enjoyed tasty "dogs", sticky s'mores, 
horseshoes, snow cones, watermelon, 
pony rides, water guns and a piñata full of 
candy!  Thanks to everyone who donated $ or food, 
set up and/or cleaned up and shared "Ivy" 
fellowship.   

Be sure and mark your calendar for our fall picnic 
(Reptile Experience) at Millennium Park on 
September 12. 
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July 4 2 Kings 5:1-14, Psalm 30, Isaiah 66:10-14, 
Psalm 66:1-9, Galatians 6:1-6, 7-16,  
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20 

July 11  Amos 7:7-17, Psalm 82,  
Deuteronomy 30:9-14, Psalm 25:1-10, 
Colossians 1:1-14, Luke 10:25-37 

July 18 Amos 8:1-12, Psalm 52, Genesis 18:1-10a, 
Psalm 15, Colossians 1:15-28,  
Luke 10:38-42 

July 25 Hosea 1:2-10, Psalm 85, Genesis 18:20-32, 
Psalm 138, Colossians 2:6-15, 16-19,  
Luke 11:1-13 

Mon July 5th HOLIDAY OFFICE HOURS The church 
office will be closed in observance of 
Independence Day.  

Sat July 10 CONCERT: HOPE FOR HAITI 
FELLOWSHIP . At Parkway UCC, 2841 North 
Ballas Rd. Tickets  are $10. A family event, 
featuring Bryan Sirchio and Karen Hylton. We are 
expecting a full house of 400 in attendance! 

    This evening concert of music and 
community to raise funds to support our Haitian 
neighbors recovering from the tragic and 
devastating January 2010 earthquakes.  

See more activities and issues Missouri Mid-South 
Conference of the UCC at http://

www.mmsucc.org/default.asp 

Each 15th of the month Ivy Vine newsletter articles 
due. Everyone and ANYONE are welcome to 

submit something.  

SCHOOL IN SESSION AT IVY CHAPEL  
VACATION  B IBLE  SCHOOL 
Vacation Bible School is July 26-30, 9am-12pm.  

This year's VBS theme is SonQuest Rainforest. We want 
to transform Ivy Chapel into a rainforest, but need your 
help. If you have any items 
that fit this theme (large 
artificial plants/palm trees/
vines, stuffed rainforest type 
animals, etc) and can loan 
them for a week, we'll 
appreciate it! 

Please call Lynn Potts 314-205-0025. Thank you! 

CUT AND  DRY 

It was a good workday for the Trustees 
on Saturday, June 5.  The park and 
islands were mulched and readied for the church 
picnic that next dayðSunday.  

The MODOT clean-up (by Ivy Chapel) of Hwy 141 
will be scheduled for a day sometime in the month 
of July.   

The street work in the area (by MODOT) is ongoing. 
They have started to remove trees and the 
relocation of the Olive Boulevard water main, gas, 
and phone lines is about completed. The piles of 
ground up trees will be used as an erosion control 
medium on the relocated creeks. Trees are also 
sold to lumber mills for reuse. MODOT has been 
proactive in making this project very environmentally 
friendly. The Olive Boulevard bypass lanes will be 
constructed and work will start on removing Olive 
Boulevard and building a new bridge.   

SPEAKING  OF GOING GREEN 

Many thanks to Ron Fix for all the times he has 
been ñGoing Greenò.  The Trustees are looking for a 
few folks that want to also get close to the ñgreenò.  
We need people to sign-up to cut the grass.  Ron 
has been doing it for many years and now must 
retire.  If you have a few hours to drive the tractor 
contact Gary Lindhorst and he will keep the 
schedule.  It needs to be cut once a week ïuntil it 
gets real hotðand training will be provided to those 
that volunteer.  Itôs not just a ñGuy Thing,ò Ladies 
are welcome. 
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Do you know when you are scheduled 
to be as a Lay Ministry Assistant?  

Since we are a small church,  
Ivy Chapel members actually have more 

opportunities to participate in the Sunday activities.  

In this publication is a new Lay Ministry Schedule  
for the next half of this year that may have your 
name on it.  

You can also find the current Lay Ministry Schedule  
for the month in every newsletter on the FYI page of 
The Ivy Vine newsletter. 


